ABBOT BRIAN HUGH CLARKE, OSB
June 21, 1930 - October 13, 2019

Hugh Francis Clarke was born in Newark, NJ, June 21, 1930 to Patrick Clarke, born in Co.
Cavan, Ireland, and Catherine Carolan, born in Hamilton, Scotland. Abbot Brian was predeceased by his parents, and siblings, Catherine (Gillespie), Raymond and James.
Innumerable nieces, nephews, cousins, and great nieces and nephews survive him,
including his sister-in-law, Lorraine Clarke.
Hugh attended St. Peter’s Grammar School, Newark, graduating in 1945, and
matriculated to St. Benedict’s Prep, also in Newark, graduating in 1949.
After novitiate from 1951-1952 at St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, Ks., Hugh professed
simple vows, September 8, 1952, and became known as Brian. Frater Brian received a
Bachelor of Arts degree from St. Vincent College, Latrobe, Pa., in 1954, and undertook
theological studies at St. Mary’s School of Theology, at Delbarton in Morristown. On May
31, 1958. Fr. Brian completed a Master of Arts degree in English at Seton Hall University,
South Orange, in 1967.
In 1954, Fr. Brian began his long career of teaching, at both Delbarton School,
Morristown, and St. Benedict’s Prep, Newark. He taught Latin, Modern History, Religious
Studies and English. In the 1960s, Fr. Brian also undertook fulltime parochial ministry at
St. Benedict’s Church, Newark, and Sacred Heart Church, Wilmington, Del., both staffed
at the time by St. Mary’s Abbey. In 1967, Fr. Brian was appointed novice master, and prior
in 1971. On June 13, 1975, the chapter of St. Mary’s Abbey elected Fr. Brian as their
seventh abbot. Abbot Brian served as abbot for twenty years, submitting his resignation at
the age of sixty-five, according the Constitution at the time.
Following the fall of Saigon in 1975, waves of immigrants even made their way as far east
as Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The United States Army at Fort Indiantown Gap
contacted Abbot Brian. Among the group who were given temporary housing at St Mary’s
Abbey was a monk from a monastery closed by the North Vietnamese. Br. Tarcisius
eventually transferred his vow of stability to St. Mary’s Abbey. In the ensuing year or two

the monastery sponsored some seventeen refugees and was active in helping numerous
others to get placed in homes and jobs. In 1980, the USCCB honored Abbot Brian with
their humanitarian award for his work with Vietnamese refugees.
In 1996, following his resignation in 1995 as abbot. Fr. Brian enjoyed a year sabbatical in
Dublin, Ireland, and in Israel. Until a few years ago, Abbot Brian enjoyed part-time
teaching and weekend assistance at Christ the King, New Vernon, and St. James,
Basking Ridge, and chaplaincy work at the Carmelite Monastery, Morristown. Abbot Brian
moderated for many years the Delbarton Parents of Graduates Association. He was an
ever-present fan of sports on campus, especially baseball and basketball. His passion for
the abbey orchard never wavered. This facet of his life began in the 1950s. Generations of
postulants, novices and juniors enjoyed the colorful autumn days with Abbot Brian
harvesting (and eating) apples. The monks continue to enjoy apples from trees Abbot
Brian lovingly cultivated for decades.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Abbot Brian’s memory to support the abbey capital
improvements health care of the monks or abbey endowment may be made using the
following link: https://www.saintmarysabbey.org/support-us.
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St. Mary's Abbey Cemetery OCT
230 Mendham Road
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Morristown, NJ, 07960

Wake

11:00AM - 04:00PM

St. Mary's Abbey at Delbarton
230 Mendham Road, Morristown, NJ, US, 07960

OCT
17

Office of the Dead

06:45PM

St. Mary's Abbey at Delbarton
230 Mendham Road, Morristown, NJ, US, 07960

OCT
18

Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM

St. Mary's Abbey at Delbarton
230 Mendham Road, Morristown, NJ, US, 07960

Comments

“

Too many wonderful memories to try to mention here...Fr. Brian was with us every
step of the way in our lives. This included marriages, Baptisms, apple picking days at
the orchard, and the family gatherings at Delbarton. We started going to these
picnics so many years ago and we spent fun times in the picnic grove and at the
pool.These days were VERY special to all of us.
At one point in my life I had many fruit trees on my property. Fr. Brian would enjoy
visiting us and was happy to share his experience and knowledge. He was especially
happy that we shared his love of gardening.
He was the "star" of our family and the one we could turn to for good advice. I was so
proud to call him my cousin!
Some special times with him were spent with my Mom & Dad here at Seacrest
Beach. He always made time to visit with my parents and at times spent a couple of
days during the summer with them. He was "Buddy' to them. It was only a few years
back that I actually learned his birth name was Hugh.
He was loved and will be greatly missed. I will think of him when I look out at the
ocean that he loved. I know it brought him great peace.
Pat Carolan

Pat Carolan - October 17 at 03:52 PM

